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Cadiz,  Ohio 
November  30, 


1895 


Dear  Mr.  Miller: 

Please  accept  my   grateful  thanks  for  this 
volume  returned  as  requested,  and  also  for  the  cordial 
greetings  to  me  in  your  letter  dated  the  16th  instant.  My 
argument  herein  contained  which  was  made  by  me  in  the 
assassination  trial  of  conspiracies  vs  Vr.  Lincoln  fully 
justified  the  final  sentence  unanimously  .pronounced  on  the 
accused  defendants* 

After  the  sentence  and  before  adjourning  I 
was  requested  by  a  member  of  the  court  to  draft  a  petition 
for  the  com'^'utation  of  the  death  sentence  which  the  court 
had  been  constrained  to  pronounce  upon  Mary  E.  Suratt  —  as 
required  by  the  Law  and  the  evidence  —  and  that  the  sa^-e 
might  be  commuted  to  imprisonmnent  on  account  of  her  age  and 
sex. 

This  Petj)tion  was  considered  by  President 
Johnson  and  his  Cabinet  and  was  by  them  unani^^ously  denied  '^i 
and  rejected. 

This  is  written  at  the  request  of   Mr.  Dewitt 
Miller,  at  Cadiz,  Ohio  Nov  20.  1895. 


Jno.  A.  Bingham 


THOMAS     IRWIN     STARR 

I5<»00    ARTCSIAN    Road 

Detroit  23t   Michigan 
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GiSNSRAL  T..M..  HARRIS  ON  THE 
HANGING  OF  luIRS.    SUREiATT   .. 


Ritchie   Gazette,.  Harrisv i lie,   W*Va.. 
lyiay  II,.  I33I» 

Mrs..  Surratt's  il^cecution* 


A   reminiscence  of  that   Tragedy,,  as  is  well  knoT«n^ 
General  T.M..  Harris  of  tiiis  place„  was   a  member  of   the 
commission  which  tried   the  assassins  of  President   ijfiancolnc* 
For  the   sake  of  gaining  their  own  ends,,  scrupulous  ppIiticianiS 
have  frequently  unjustly  assailed   him  for  conscientiously 
discharging  his  duty  in   this  connection*  As  bearing  on  t:]is 
QBtter,  we     ake   the  following  extract  from  a   letter  volun- 
tairly  written  to   General  Harris  by  a  gentleman  of  standing 
and   respectability  residing  in  another  state,   for  which 
reasons  entirely  satisfactory  does  not  ^sh  publicity 
given  to   his  name* 

General  Harris t  When  I  had   the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  a 
short   time  ago,    I  had   entirely  forgotten  the  fact  of  your 
having  been  on  the   court   martial  that   tried  and  condemned. 
Mrs.   Surrattr  but  after  leaving  your  place,,  whilst  :SSIC23qt 
talking  to  a   gentleman-  at  Clarksburg,   I  was  reminded  of  the 
fact,,  and  also   learned  that   some   politicians  in  your  region 
had   criticiz.en  to   some   extent  your  action  on  that  court 
martial,,  which   justifies  the   finding  of  the   court   martial„ 
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I  therefore  concluded   that   it  will  he  but  an  acft  of  Justice 
to  you  to   communicate  the  Allowing:  An  intelligent  widow 
lady  of  southern  birth  and  prejudice,   who  was  acquainted 
with  Jeff  Cavis  and  who  ran   the  blockade,    several  times  di;ring 
the  Rebellion  carryihg  intelligences   to  Ivlr.   D^vis,.  was 
captured   and   imprisoned,   at   the   time  of  Lirs.   Surratt's   trial 
and  execution  in  the  old    capital  at   Washington.    The   two   women 
became  acquainted   when  i/irs.   Surratt   made   some   confessions 
which   show  that   she  was   guilty." 

After  sajing  tcmt   ne  does  not  feel  at    liberty   to   give 
the    ladies  name  or  the   language,   and  the  writer  of  the 
letter  says,    "Will  add ,   however,    that   the    lady  is  a  relative 
of  mine,   whom  I  visit  occasionally   since  the  Rebellion.   She 
is  married  again,   and   I  ©n  vouch   for  her  veracity  and   respect- 
ability.." 

We  append  a   copy  of  General  Har  is  letrer  to  the 
aothor  of  the   forgoing  extract,   as  pertinent   in  this   connect- 
ion* 

"Tear  Sir 

Permit  me   to   thank  you  for  your  very  kind   letter 
of  the  3rd  inst,   and   the   motives   that   prompted   it.    It   is   true, 
that   some  of  the  JDemocratic  politicians  of  V/est  Virginia  have 
from  the  stump,   appealed   to  the  egnorant   prejudices  of  our 
disloyal  people  by  referring  to   the  fact   that   I  was  a   member 
of  the  li/iilitary  company   that   tried   the   conspirators,   who 
aided,   abetted  and  assisted   in  the  assassination  of  President 
lincoln;;  and   to  give   point   to   their  apoeals,   assumed   that   I 
was  instrumental  in  the   conviction  of  an  innocent   woman  - 


iJirs.    Surratt*   I  alvays  regarded   such  ap  )eals  as  being 
intended   to  "break  the  force  of  argument  which  they  felt 
unable   to  answer,  and  as  inspired  alike  by  a   spirit  of  dis- 
loyalty,  and  disregard  of  truth  and    justice;-  and  as  being 
to   contemptable   to  merit  an  snsiwer.   I  discharged  that  duty 
honestly,    carefully,    conscientlosly,:  rendicing  my  desision 
accordingly  to  my   judgement  of  the  evidence-  presented  in  the 
case,.   I  have  never  had  a  doubt   cross  my  mind,   but   that   I 
gave  a    ;]ust  and  proper  verdicts  one   that  wilL  be  entertained 
by  all  intelligent  people  in  a   coming  generation  and   that 
shall  be  free   from  party   spirit  and  prejudices,  that  bias. 
the    minds  of  many  who  are  now  gctors  on  the   stage.    In  the 
meantime,   be  a.ssured   that   I  shall  be  disturbed,   neither  in 
mind  or  cona-cience,   by   the   criticism  of  the  people  who  would 
not   condemn  me.    I  am  very  tru3iy  yours,   etc, 

T.M..  Harris r 


GBN3RAL  T..M.  HARRIS  LSTi'SR  TO  THiS 


SUN,.  IN  REW  YORK,  RELATING  TO  THE  TRIAL 


OF  'IHS  LINCOLN  ASSASSINATION  TRIAL,  IN  I865< 


'^^^mmmB^S^ 
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(General  T.M..  Harris,,  of  Harrisvllle  West  Virginia,   one  of 
the   members  of  the   military  commission  that   tried   i^irs. 
Surratt   ano   the  other   conspirators  of  the    Linco^  mcrder, 
answers  one  of  his   critics  in  the^Sun.      in  lle^^  York.    ) 

TH3  SUN,.  SWDAY,    AUGuST  4,.  1901. 

THE  CASS   OF  MRS.    SURRATT. 

Weichmanr»s  Testimony  Tid  Not  Convict  Her 
of  Complicity  in  Lincoln's  Murder  —  A 
Letter  From  One   of  Her  Judges* 

TO  TH^  SLTTOR  OF   'md  SUN  —  Siri      I  notice   in  a   recent 
issue  of  the  Sun:,  that  Mr.    L.J.   Vfeichmann,   who     as  a  prominent 
witness  for  the  Government   in  tie   conspiracy  tribls  of   1865 
and   18B-7,    nas  heen  made    the  object  of  an  attack  by  Itr.   J..?. 

Brophy  of  your  city.. 

I^..  Brophy 's.  statement   is  quite   true   that  Mr.   Vfeichmann 
had  no   information  whatever  that  Mrs.    Surratt   or  any  menber 
of  her  family  ^re   involvee   in  the   conspiracy  in  any  ^:ay,. 
and   he  has  never  said   to    the   contrary,   mien  he    took  the  wit- 
ness 'St.nd   in  1855,   he   felt   taat   his  evidence   would  not 
criminate  her,   and   that    she  was  entirely  innocent   so  far  as 

he  knew.. 

The  remarkable   cross-examination^,   which  follows,   is 

confirmatory  of  fr.is,    and   I  ask  you  in  all   justice   to  a  very 

worthy  man  to  publish  it; 

Gross-Examination  by  Mr.  Johnson:  Q.  Curing  the  whole 
of  that  period,  you  never  .leard  him  (Surratt)  intimate  that 
it  was  his   purpose,   or  tnat   there   was  a  purpose,   to  assassinate 
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the  Pr^esident?  A»   Never,    sir. 

Q,   rid  "^ou  ever  hear  biim  ssy  anything  on   the   subject, 
or  anybody  else  during  the   whole  period,    from  November  until 
the   assassination?  A»   No,,  sir. 

Q»   Curing  the  whole  of  that  period   what  wa  s  her   (I^s 
Surratt's)     character?  A.   It   was  excellent.    I  have  knov«i 
her   since   1863,. 

q1  Have  you  been  living  at  her  house   since  November? 
A»  Since  November. 

Q.   During  the   whole  of  this   time,  as  far  as  you  could 
judge,,  was  her  character  apparently  good  and  amiable?  A.   Her 
character  was  exemplary  and    ladylike   in  every  particular. 

Q*   Was   she  a  member  of  the   church?  A.   Yes  sir. 

Q.  A  regular  attendant?'  A.   Yes,    sir. 

Q.    Qt  the  Catholic  Church?  A.    Yes,,  sir. 

Q.   Are  you  a:  Catholic-?  A.    Yes,.sir;   I  am  a   catholic* 

Q.   Have  you  been  to   church  with  her?  A.    I  generally 
accompanied  her  to   church     every  Sunday. 

§•  As  far  then,   as  you  can    judge,,  her  conduct   in  a 
religious  and   in  s  moral  sense   ^vas  altogether  exemplary? 
A.   Yes,,  sir.     She  went   to  her  religious  duties, ^  at   least,, 
every  two  weskffl 

Q»   Then,   if  I  understand   you,   from  November  up  to   the 
14th  of  April,   whenever  she   was  here,   she  was  regular  in  her 
attendance,  at   her  ov«n  church,   and  a:3parently  as  far  as  you 
could    judge  doing  all  her  duties   to  God  and  to   man?  A.   Yes,    s...--^ 

By  roster.    Q.   You  do  not  know  of  any   conversation 

that   passed   between  Atzerodt   and  Booth  or    cetween  -atzerodt 
and   Payne   having   reference   to   Payne's  assignment   to  XTiQ 
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assassination  of  the  Secretary  of  State?  A.    No,    sir. 

By  Aiken*    Cj»   VVhat   was  your  object   in  being  so   ST^/ift 
to   give  all  this   ini'ormstion?'  A.   My  object   was   to   assist    the 
Government* 

Q-.    ;%s  there  any  threats   made   to  you    ^.y  any  officer 
of  the   Government   in  case   you  did  not   divulge?  A.   No,    sir, 
no   threats  at  all. 

Q*   Any   inducements?  A.    No,    sirr  no   inducements  at   all. 
I  myself-  had  a   great  deal  of  fear.   Being  in  this   jouse  inhere 
these   people  were..   I  knew  that   I  wcjld   be  brought   into   pub- 
lic ]notioe,   but  as  I  for  iiyself  being  cognizant  of  anything 
of  this  kind,    I  had  no   fears  at   all  for  I  was  not   cognizant. 
Wien.  I  sur-endered   myself,  to  the   Government    I  surrendered 
myself   because   I  tnougat   it  was  my  duty.    It   was  hard   for 
me  to  do   so   situated   as   I  was   with  Ivlrs.   Surratt  and   her 
family,    and   vdth  John  Surratt,    but   it   was  my  duty,    anc   my 
doty  i  have   always  regarded   it   sixice    I  nod  not   a  word  of 
private   conversation  with  these  people  which   I  "vould  not 
be  willing  to   have   the   world   hear. 

Q.   You  state   that  all  the   prisoners  at    the  bar  were   free 
and   unreserved   in  their   conversation?  A.    They   spoke   in  my 
presence  on  general  topics,,  and    so  on,   but  as  to  their  private 
conversations   they  never  spoke   to  me. 

Q.   To   I  understand  §r6u  as   stating  to  the   court   that   in  all 
your   conversation  v.dth   them  you  never   learned  of  any  intended 
treasonable   purpose  or  act   of   conspiracy  of  theirs?  A.   No,    sir. 

Q.    Yoxi  never  did?  A.    No,    sir. 

Q.   You  were  not   suspicious  of  anything  of  this   sort?  A. 
I  would    have   been  toe   last   man     in  the   world   to   suspect   John 
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Surj'att,    my   scnooLinate ,    of   the   oiurder  oT  the   President   of  the 
United   States.    I  looked   upon  f^tzerodt,   as  did   every  one   in  the 
house,   as  a   good-natured   countryman. 

Q,  And  did  you  iill  profess  to  be  a  xscmi  friend  of  his 
(iTohn' K.  Surratt),  at  the  time  you  v/ere  giving,  this  iniormtion 
to  the  '/Ifeir  Dspsrtment  that  you  speak  of?  A.  I  v;as  a  friend  as 
far  8S  he,  himsiielf  was  concerned;  tut  when  my  suspicions  as  to 
the  danger  of  the  Government,,  in  any  particul  r,  '«re  concerned 
I  preferred  to  Government  to  John  Surratt,  I  die  Vot  know  what 
he  was  contemplating.  lie  said  he  was  going  to  engage  in  cotton 
speculation;    he  wa.?    going  to   engage   in  oil* 

Q.    If  you  did   not  know  what   he   was    conteaiplating  hov;  '.■/oulo 
you  i^rfeit  your  friendship  to    him?   VVliat   is  the   ralationshi|i 
of  that?  A.    I  never  forfeited   mk/  friendship  to   him:      he   for- 
feited  friendship  to   me» 

^^.   Not   by   engaging  in  the   cotton  speculation?  A.  No,    sir: 
by  placing  me  in  the  position  I  now  am  in  —  testifying  against 
him.. 

Now  let   me   say   in  all  candor,   and    I  speak  by  thf  record 
as  a  member  of  the   commission,,  that   it  bs  not    '.Veichmaon's  evid- 
ence at  all  that    condemned  Ivlrs*  Surc-att,   and   it   is  hi^h  time 
that  the  world    should  know  it..  Had   it  depended   on  what   he  said 
not  a     hair  of  her  head    -i^uld    heve   been  harmed. 

The   man  who  did   the   mischief  vras   John  M.   Loyd ,   who  ^s 
charged  by  the  'Government   in  1367  vjlth  being  in   the   conspiracy 
himself.   Hehad  rented  Lirs.   Surratt's  property  in  Surratsville 
in  December   1364 ♦ 
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him  about   this  matter  the   Tuesday  before,   April   II,   and   had   an 
interview  of  two  hours  with  him. 

Her  excuse   to  i«ir..  Vfeichmann  was  a     blind    to   deceUe   him 
as   to   the  nature   of  her  real  business,   and   his  answer  to   the 
Secretary  of   -Var,    who  questioned   him  very   sternly  about   this, 
was  that    "She   had   told   nim  that    she  was   going  aMxjcx     (^own  there 
about   this  debt   due   her. 

But    there  was  other  evidence.    It   will  be  remembered  that 
on   the  night  of  April   17  Payne  returned   to   her  house,   with 
picliax  on  his   shoulder  and    cap  made   fr-m  his   shirt    sle.-ve  on 
his   head,    .iust  at   the   time  when  she  was   a;. out   to  be  ar  ested, 
and   when  she  was  confronted   with  him,   at  a  distance  of  only  tWD 
paces,    she  denied   with  sacred  oath  and   unlifted.  hand   that    she 
knew  him, (Testimony  of  three   War  Department  ofiicers     -V/emmer- 
skirch,   Ll^rgan  and  Llsjor  Smith.) 

Yet   this  very  man,    the  brutal  assalant  of  ivir,   Sev/ard 
with  the   red  lains  of  blood   still  on  his   clothing,   and    standing 
in  Booth's   boots,   heid,  according  to   the   testimony  of  every  one 
in  the   house,    been  there    twice,   answering  to  different  names,,,  and 
on  the    last   occasion  taking  his   meals  at   her  table  and   at   her 
very   side,    for  four  days,   and   still     sne  did  liot  know  him. 

The  very  a«it   of   tuis  red-handed   murderer  fleeing  to  her 
home  at    such  a   time,   was  in  itself,,  the   strongest  and  most 
damning  evidence  against   her. 

Take  away  those   two   items  of  evidence   -  the   tej'ible     story 
of  the  shooting  irons  and   Payne 'sr  return,,  wipe   them  out, 
remove   them  from  the   record,   and  Mr,    '*Veichmann's   evidence  as   to 

what   he   saw  and  heard   in  Mrs*   Surratt's   house  during  the   four 
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months  he  was  there   falls   harmlessly  to   the   ground. 

I  do  not  know  t;-g9t  L5r.    Weichmann"  needs  any  vindication 
at   rny  hands.    Of  him  the  prosecution  said   in  1365,.  that    "the 
defanse   had  not    contradicted  a   sin^xle   fact   to  which  he   hsd 
testified,   nor  had   they  found  a   single  breath  of  suspicion 
against   his   character." 

A  higher  tribute  was  never  paid  a  man  under   such  trying 
circumstances. 

Is  it  not   time,   wir.   iJditor,    that     these   lies  and   mis- 
representations about   this   case    should   cease?   I  remember  reading 
in  the  papsrs  at  varmous  periods  how  all  the  members  of  the 
commission  S!i^KBC^XMI^M)QI2DCX3iKXXMXJCCMaC  had    come   to  untimely 
ends;   yet   the  truth  is   there   is  not  a   member  iJf  that   commission^ 
who  has  failed   to  reach   the  age  of  70.    Gen.   David  Hunter  died 
at   the   age  of  88:-   Gen  Skin  at   71;   Gen  Howe  at    (70-79?):    Gens. 
Kaut2Land  Clsndennin  over  70» 

Of  the   living,    Lev^  vrallace    is  75.    Foster  and   Col.   Tompkins 
over  70,   and   here   I  am  at   88.   Judge  Bingham  died    last  year 
at   the  a^e  0x82,    Judge  Advocate   General  Holt  died   in 
1894  at   87,   and   Judge  Burnett,   the  only  remaining  Jud^e  Ad- 
vocate of  the   trial,    is   (So-So?)  and   is  doing  splendid   work 
as   the    attorney  of   the  Southern  District  of  New  York. 

I  remember,;  how,    too,    for   more  than  t«n  years  the  story 
was  circulated   that  Stanton  had   cut   his  tbroat ,   a  falsehood 
that  had its  run  until  Gen.   Barnes,   whose^  hand   had   rested   on 
Stanton's   last   heart   beat,    contradicted    it. 

Then  again  ©me    the   story  that   Judge  Advocate   General  Holt 
had   suppressed    the  recommendation  for  mercy   in  Ivlrs.   Surratt's 
cgse.    That  had   its  run  for  thirty  years,   and   ended  only  when 
Holt  isssk.  was   laid   to  rest. 
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It   is  only  as  V/eichiuami's   testimony  is   supplemented  by 
that  of  other  witnes;-es   that   it   had  any  importance   in  the   minds 
of  the   comiaission.   A  true  and   careful  history  of  that   trial 
has  been  published  and   is  acces  able   to  any  who  desire   correct 
historical  information  in  regard   to   that   great   tragedy  in  our 
national  life. 

^  will  close   this  paper  by   saying  that  one  of  the   sever- 
est  things   in  tnis  whole   case   has  been  said   by  John  Surra tt 
hinself.    In  a   lecture   delivered   in  December  1870,   he   tells 
us   how  in  March   1365,    he,   Booth,    Payne,   Hero  Id,   AtZ-erodt, 
O'Laughlin:  and  Arnold   started   out   to   capture   the  President   at 
the  Soldier's  Home,   when  a  B^qqnnfiggngsrtysrK KafM g«^     playj    pur- 
posely arranged,;  in  which   Lester  '^fellaclc,   E.L.   I^venport  and 
John  Matthews  were   to  act,   was   to  be   given.   He   states  how  the 
President  at   the   last   moment  was  detained,    but   sent   ijr.   Chase, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  place.  He   tells   us  further 
how  much   they  were  disap  ointed:    they  did  not  wait   him,    they 
wanted  a  bigger  chase. 

He  informs   us  that   the  President  was  to  be   seized  at   the 
close  of  the   play  and  that   he  was   to   be  driven  in  his   coach  to 
lower  Maryland,   but   he  does  not   tell  us   that   he  was   to  do  the 
driving.   That   was   left   for  Atz.erodt   to  reveal  in  his   confession. 
Had   John.!  H»  AkzHXHsbC    Surratt   then  done   his  whole  duty  in 
exposing  the  matter  to  Mr.   Stanton  the   tragedy  occurrences 
of  April  14  would   have   had  no  place   in  our  history. 

Respectfully, 

T.M.    Harris. 

Member  of  the  Commission^ 


t  c 


r 


,\nh 


a-^'-a  r>nt"  *  r  n 


Clampltt,  on  the 


V  rt  an  UinGoLn  i^ssassination. 

Here  be  indirectly  accuseisl  CTeneral 


,    '-TnT>-i->i  "^  , 


-.^t    V 


meiiiDer  oi'  tus   trial  cookiiissioii,   wno 
answerad   In  the   October jB^st,  number. 


f-t'^^^ffif^Ml$:imiy 


f 


1 


TH3  CHICAGO  POST. 
September  21,,  1901, 


CLAivIPaiTT  IN  Em  AIC* 


Retired    lawyer  of  Kigbland 
Park  fou.iht    for  Ivlrs.   Surratt- 


Killing  of   Lincoln  recalled 


Suburban-  resident  still  insists  tnat 
alleged  woman's  Conspirators  was  punished 
ur.  justly* 


'J'/hile    the    v,orl  3   is  waiting  the   inevitable   conviction 
and   execution  of   Lein  Czolgosz.  the   minds  of  the   older  generation 
revert    to  the   scenes  which   ensued    upon  the  deafih  of  the   first 
of  the   thre^    Presidents  of  the  Arareican  Republic  whose   careers 
have  be -n    ended    by  as=as-ins'    bullets. 

Retribution  Allowed    swift  and    sure    upon   the   murder  of 
Abraham  Lincoln.,    the   first  of  the  trio  of  aiartyred    Presidents- 
John   Wilkes  Booth,    who    fired    the   fetal   shot,    found  a   fiery 
grave  within  a   few  days  after  he   comijitted    'tis  foul     crime, 
and   a    short    tiaie  afterwards   four  others,    convicted   of  conspiracy 
paid   the   penalty  of  their  crime   upon  tne   scaffold. 

With  one  except ion^,   the  names  of  Booth's   confederates 
have  been  almodt   forgotten.    The   case  of  Mrs.   Mary   Z^   Surratt, 
the  only  woman   implicated   in  the   conspiracy,    preserves   its 
absorbing  interest,    for   to   the   present   day    there   are    thrus  nds 
who  believed   that  v/ith  her  execution  an   innocent  woman  was   sent 
to  her  d  epth. 
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CLAMPITT  IN  HilR  AID.. 
When  Mrs.   Surratt  was  put  on  trial   for  her  life  before 
the  military   commission  convened    for  the   rjurpose,  few  men  dared, 
even  if  they  had    the  desire,    to   rise   in   her  defense.    Co.  vinced 
of  her  innocence,    John  V/..  ^lampitt,   a   young  l&wyer  barely  26 
years  of  age,  csme   to   her  aid  and  fought  a  valiant  tui   hopeless 
battle  in  her  defense.    Night  and  day   he   toiled   over   the    case, 
and  not   until  the  rope   was  placed  about   his   client's  neck  did   he 
a^dmit  defeat.  "Ithough  he    lost   his  case,    the  young  attorney's 
defense   of    the  accused  woman  attracted    widespread  attention* 

John  W,   *-^lampitt   lives   in  Highland  park  to-dgy  as  confident 
as   he   was    t  'drty-six  hears  ago    that   the   ends  of    justice   were 
defeated  when  Mary   HI*   Surratt   was  snt   to  her  death.    The   passing 
years   have    left   their  mark  uoocn  IVtr.    Clarapltt,    and   he   is  now 
unable   to   rise   from    'rls   bed- 
Mr.    Clarapitt   retired    from  active    law  practice   in   Chicago 
several  years  ago. 

Vi/hen    seen   at     lis   home  at  Highland   Park  to-day,   Mr. 
Clampitt  asserted    that   the   execution  of  Mrs.    Surratt    left   a 
stajjn   upon  the   fair  pages  of  the    judicial  history  of   the  United 
States. 

"ivirs..   Surratt   was   condemned  and   executed   for  a   crime 
of  which   she   was  a bsolutely   innocent."  he    said,    "and   the   only 
explanation  for  the   miscartge  of   justice   is    to   be    found,    in     my 
opinion,    in   the   fact   that  the   commission  was  organized   to   con- 
vict." 

EVIEENCi:  OF  DEFENSE  BARRED* 
Mr;.    Clampitt  de(?lf  red   that   all  the  evidence    that   tended 
to'Aard    conviction  was  admitted,,  while,   on  one   pretext  and   another, 
evidence   for  the  defense  was   rejected.   All  the  evidence,   he 
asserted,    that   was   introduced    to   prove  Li-s.   ^urratt's  connection 
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with  the   conspiracy  was  circumstantial. 

One  of  the   strongest  points   in  the  evidence  gainst  ¥ts^ 
Sur  -att   was   the   fact   that    she    carried   a   bundle   containing  a 
spy-glass  and   a   revolver  from  Booth's   to  a    co-<Jonspirator   at 
Surratsville  on   the  day   preceeding  the    uight  of   the   murder. 

"Mrs.   Surratt  made    the    trip  to  Surratsville  on  personal 
business   connected   with  her  estate,"   said   ivir.    Clarnpiit,    "and 
was   unwittingly   used  as  a    tool   ty  Booth." 

Only  one   other  damaging  bit   of  evidence   againsr   Mrs. 
Surratt   was   the   fact   t.jat   Payne,    the   man   who   assaulted   Secretary 
of  State  Seward   on  the  same  night   that   Lincoln  was  assassinated , 
apoeared  at  her  house,   disguised   as  a  workingman,   on  the  night 
following  the  assassination. 

"Payne   had   cnrae    to   Washington:  only  a    short    time   before 
t^€  attack  upon  the   government  officials  was   made,"   continued 
Mr.    Clampitt,    "He   fell   under    the   influence   of  Jlohn   '.'ilkes  Booth, 
and   was  selected  by  him  to   commit   the   murderous  assault   upojj 
Secretary  Seward*" 

HIDE'S   IN  TR^S  BRi.KGHi53.. 

■•Ufter   his  attack  upon  the   secretary  ^ayne   fled    to   the 
country  and    spent   the   following  day   in   the   branches  of  a   tree, 
hiding   from  the   squads  of  cavalry  which   nere   scourin^   the    surr- 
ounding  country.   At   night,,  made   desperate   by   the    cravings  of 
hinger  and   thirst,    he   naturally  turned    to   the   only   friend   he 
had   on   earth,    Jphn  Surratt,    son  of  Llrs.    Surratt." 

Mr.   Clamrapitt   thinks    that   t  tisincident ,  ss   much   as  any- 
thing else   led   to   the   conviction  of  Mrs.   Surratt,   but   is   confid- 
ent  that   she   had   no   intimation   that   her   son  was   in  lea  rue   with 
the   conspirators.   Ivlr.    ^lam.pitt  branded   the  tes'timony  of  V/eichman 
and    Lloyd,    who   turned    stage's   evidence,   as   perjury. 
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ivir..  Ciampitt   tolo'   of    .is   el'torts   to   'nave   Lirs.    Surratt 
freed  after  the    commission  had   sentenced   her  to  be   handed. 
'i/!/hen  all  efforts   to   secure  a   reprive   from  President   Johnson 
proved   unavailing  the  attorney  induced   Judge  Andrew  "//ylie    to 
issue  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  at  4    1' clock  in   the   rooming 
dii"   the  day   set   for  the   execution,   only    to   have   its   ef  ect 
nullified   by   the   order  from  President    Johnson   suspending   the 
operation  of  the   ha^beas   corpt^s  act.    At    the   time   of   the   trial 
Mr»   Clampitt  attacked    the    iurisdiction  of  the   military  commiss- 
ion,   but    to  no  avail. 

CALL'S   IT  A    GR^AT  CRIM3* 

The  exciteraenfi  under  which   the    country  labored  and   which 
permeated   even   to  the   highest   civil  and   military  officers  was 
responsible   in  his  opinion  for  what     he   terms    "a   great  crime 
committed  in  the       name   of   justice." 

jyir.    ^lampitt  was   born  in  Washington,    D.C.  and   gre:W  to 
manhood   in   that    city.    He    graduated    from  Columbia   University. 
Although  his   fataer  was  a   soorherner  by  birth  he   was  a  strong 
Union  man,   and   the   son  "a*8s  a   member  of  the   first  battalion 
mustered,  into   the   great  volunteer  army.    Lea  .ing   thearmy  before 
was   ended,    he   studied    law  and    was  only   26  years  old  '-hen  he 
undertook  the  defense  o£  ivlrs.   Sur.att, 
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General  T^x^^  narris,. 
of 
Har.ir'lHville,.  ''feat  Virrrli-ia, 
aanging  oi'  iiirs*  durratt 


General  T.M..  Harris,  of 
Harrisville,,  W^Va»„  o-n- the 
hanging  of  Mrs*  ^urratt. 


Arr  article  by  Gr^ieral 
T^M.   Harris,   of  Harrisville,. 
V/»Va»  ?7i]o  was  a  member  of   the   com- 
mission  that  tried    the  Lincoln-  conspir- 
atcrsl  Here  he  defends  his   stand   in   the   trial, 
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Hits  Glampitt  hard. 


T...M.   Harris  ans^.7ers  accusation- that  Mrs-  ^rratt  was 
Unjustly  executed. 


Wot   or'-anized   to   convict. 


Members  of  Commission  which  tried    lin coin- assassins 
de^iittS  cruel  charged. 


T..M.    Harris,,  r-ne  of   the   two    surviving  members 
of  the  famous  military  commissiarr  which   tried   and   conv- 
icted  the  foul  assassins  of  iibraham  Lincoln-*   has:  prep^ 
a-red   for  THi  GHIGAGO  POST,,  a  r-ply  to    the   interview 
with  John  Clampitt  printed   in  tfjis  paper  Sept,   21,  Ijlr 
Harris   is   89  years  old,   and  he  and    General  Lew  I'fel'^aGe 
are   the  only   surviving  members  of  the   commission^,   '^cme 
of   the   factF  rej.8rding  the  trial  and   convictiorr  of  the 
Lincoln^  conspirators  have- never  before  been    told,   and 
will  prove  of  great   interest   to    the  American- people 
at  this  time..  The  story  as  told  my  Mr  Karris  follows-: 
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HARr^ISVILIi]:,.W..VA..   Oct    19.- 
To    t'oeEditor ;■-   I  desire   to  reply  through  yr^ur  paper   to 
a  recent  article  IProni  John  Clampitt,    the    juninp  counsel 
for  Mrs.   Mary  E..  Surratt  at  the  trial  of  the   conspirators* 
I  beg  to    say  that   I  v;as   one   of  the  meiiihers  of  the    cooim- 
ission  which  tried   the  conspirators  against    the  life  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,   and   I  kno^/v  from  personal  experience 
that  if  there  ever  was  a    judicial  body  disposed   to  do 
whet  was  ri<ht   the  tribunal  referred   to  was   snch  a  one. 
It  was   called   into   exi^^tence  *   the  ajpreme   ho'jr  in  the 
life  ot   the  n8tio->8l  government.    The  President  of  the 
United   States   har'   been   assinated,  and    it   was    the  plan 
to    carry   d^wn  with  him  the  Vice  President ,    the   Secret- 
ary  of  Staie  ana   the   general  coTiraanding  the  armies* 

MAIISS  MILITARY  CCLEvIISoICN* 

The   matter  having  bs<=n  referred  b    Hm  by  the 
President ,.  Andrew  Jn^rison,    the  Attorney  Ge^neral  of  the 
United   States,   IjIt..  Spe-^d,   decided   that  the  conspirators 
v,'ere    triable  by  military  comicission^    The   country  v/as. 
still  in  a   condition  of  war.,  ""arge  bodies  of  armed   troops 
had  not   surrendered.,   and   Washington-  was   the   very   cinter 
01    the    military  operations   for  preserving  the   Union. 
The   commission  appointed,  by  Mr*   Joianson-  was   composed 
of   the  following  gentlemen::  General  Cpvid   R.    rlunter,, 
(President  7,.,  General   Lev;  Yfellace,.  General  ^'ames  A* 
EkliT,    General  A.V.  Kautz.,,  General  A.R..  Howe,.  General 
H*S.  Foster,.  General  T..M.   Harris,    Colonel  Tompkins  and 
Colonel  Esvid  R.   Clendennin-. 

I  might   say  thet   no  tribunal  ever  acted  fairer 
than  this..  The  prisoners  were  too  poor  to  pay  the  ec- 
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penses  of   conv^sel  and  of  the  i^itriesses   sum^Tioried   in  tnei.' 
behalf,    and   In  the  mamority  or  those   cases   such  expenses 
were  met  hy  the  Tjn-nted    states,   whose   leading  Ox'^icers 
these  people   had   cov^spi^ed   to  miirder,  and   in   this  way 
to  dismember  the  re  pub  15.  c. 

The  (nmnii.  sion  sat  for  ^early   two  months,   heard 
the  evi(§erice  very  patiently  and   in  no   insta-'-'ce  was  any 
testimony  excluded-  that  was  legally  admissable*    I  chal- 
enge  ^r»  Clampitt   to   prove   the   contrary. 

C0i.^^I3SI0N  WAS  UNAKIMCUS* 

As^  is  well  taown,,  of   the   eig'ht  person  v/ho  were 
On  trial  at   that   time,    four  were  Sn ten ced   to  death, 
including  Mary  S..  Sun^attt,  and   the  other  four  were  Ent 
to   the  Cry  'I'ortugas  for  various   peT-inds-  of  imprison- 
ment.   The   country  had  n^^^ver  fon^d  a   particle  of  faulf 
with   the   commission  for  havin.::  done   its  duty  in   the 
cases  of  Pa;-ne,   Atz-erodt,   Herold  and   of  those  sentence 
to   the  Dry  Tortugas",   and   it   is  a  very  strange  anomaly 
tha_t   the   commissirn   is   said   only   to    hF;ve   erred    in   the 
6ase  of  the  woman-  I  mi-i;ht   say  now  without  anv  violat- 
ion- of  confidence   that    the  sntence   in  the   case  of   tnose 
suffering  capital  punishment  was  unanimous   ~  net  a  dis- 
senting voice,   ano   it   takes  only  a  t wo   thirds  verdict 
of   a    iiilitary   commission   to    convict, 

Mr-  Clarapitt  also   says   that   the     ourt   was  pL.  eked 
purpousiy  to   convict..  This   is  a   gross  insult   to  every 
member  of   the   commission-  and    I  am  surp^'ised   that  jIt.- 
Clampitt    should   have   made   it» 

He  also   attacks  th^  witnesses,.  Y/eichmavin-  and 
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Lloyd,   av^d    says   that  they  did   ^^ot   tell    the   truth. 

With  refere>ice   to  Mr.    ■.Veichmann-  I  ^.Ish  to   say 
that   I  hcve  kvnown  him  for   thirty-six  yearS",.  have   ev^j- 
oyed   his  frie>odshnp  a^^d    T  consider  him  in  all  resioects 
a   ver;;'  honorable   and    upright   man.    Of    '±m,.  the  prosec- 
ution  said    in   1365:-   "In  all   this   issue   the  deTevise 
has  not   GOv^tradicted  a    sinjl<r   fact  to   which  he  has  test- 
ified,  neither  have   they  found  a  breath  of  suspicion- 
against  hib   character,"  He   has  "been  much-persecuted 
man   and    I  shall  ±and   by   him  uvitil   the   end  of  my  life   in- 
protecti'ig  him  against   these   wicked  assaults.   He   vss 
not   the   pri'ncipal  witness   against  Llrs..  Surratt  and   if 
the  government   had  depended  on  his   evidence   to    convict 
her  it  v;ould   h-ve   failed.   His  evide-^ce  was  s  npplementary 
and   onSiy  became  .01    importance   after  that  of   Lloyd   and 
others.. 

I  mi:-:ht  say  here  that  it  •^'as  chiefly  John- Vi/.. 
Lloyd "^rS  evidence  th?t  did  the  damage,  vVho  was  Lloyd,. 
anyhowT  H=  was  a  plain-  unpretentious  man-,  who  re-^-^ted 
Mrs..  Supratt's  property  at  SurratsVille-,  and  paid  her 
every  month  $40., 66  for  the  use  of  it.  And  if  this  man 
was  mixed  up-  in  the  Sffrir  it  was  only  because  of  the 
actions  of  John/ H,  Surratt  ano   Liary  ^»   Surratt,    his 
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.BDO.TH.  UMFOLDS  HIS  PLAN. 

To  understand   the  real  history  of  this   case 

it   will  be  necessary   to    go   back   for   some  months.    In 

August,    1864,   Booth  met  Samuel  Arnold   and   Michael  C 

leughlirrat  Bamum's  Kouel  in  Baltimore,"  He   then- un- 
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folded    to    them  a   plan   for   c?ptijring  Mr*    Li>^colvT-  in-  the 
City  of  7fe-shi^gtoTn   o^  one  of  his  drives   to   the  Soldier's 
Home  or  at  Ford's  Theatre^  These    tv;o  yoiji^g  men-,   after 
hearing  him  paint  the   chances  of  success  in  very   glov;- 
ing  colors,,  agreed   to   the  project."  In  pursance  of  his 
plan- Booth  purchased   a  large   supply  of  ammunition-, 
knives,   revolvers  and   two  Spencer  csrhines,   each  one 
capable  of  shootin;^  off  seven  loads  in  succession  with- 
ont  the   necessity  of  reloading!.  Thes6  articles   filled 
a   lar^e   trunl?:  and   were   taken  by  Arnold  and   C 'Laughlin-^ 
to   Vfeshington^  in  February,    1865.» 

Cn  the   16th  of  March,    1365,    seven  of  the   con- 
spirators  -  Jr-hn   7/ilkinS-  Booth,    John-  H.   Surratt,    Lewis 
Payne,    George  A  Atzerodt,   Davis  E»   Hero Id,  Michael 
O'Laoghlin^  and   Samuel  Arnold   -  rode  avay  from  the   front 
of  Ivirs".   Surratt 's  house  about   2  5' clock  in  the  after- 
noon and  went  out   Seventh  street  in  the  cireetion- of 
the  Soldier's  Home,  with  the  avoxved   purpose  of  captur— 
int  -the  Presif^snt.. 

Surratt  tells   us  in  his   so-called   lectnre^  of 
Dec  8,   1870,   at  Roclcville,   If^'*.,,  that  on   that  day  a 
play  had  been- arranged  at  the  2)ldier's   home,   in  which. 
Lester  V/allack,   E..L..  Davenport   and   John  Matvhews,.  famous 
actors   in  these  cfeys,   were  to   perform*  The   p-^esident 
had   been  earnestly  and   repeatedly   invited   to   attend, 
and    had    given  his  promise   that  he  would   do   so.  At   the 
last  moment,   however,    he  was  obliged   to  break  his  eng- 
agement,, and   sent  I'ir..  Chaser,    the   Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury,  in  h^s   place-.   Thereupon- j"hn- H..  Surratt   informs 
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the  pxiblic  that    "they  were  very  mnch  disapnointed.. 
They  did  not  v;ant   liitn,   but  they  w?^nted  a  bii-jer  Chase". 
Well,   they  orily   had   to  wait  a   Tew  v/eeks,   and    then    -T)t 
the    "bij^er  Chase"  on  the   14   th  of  April.' 

It  was  arranged  that  after  the  play  was  ever 
the  President  was  to  be    seized  by   these   seven  eo-^spir- 
ators,   who  v/ere  all  heavily  armed  with  revolvers,   bowie 
k^neves   and   the  twn   SpT>-icer  carbi-nes  ali?eady  referred 
to,.  Mr..  Surratt  was  to    ,l!:impr' on  the  box  of   the  President's 
carriage,    seize   the  ^-eins  &nd    then  drive  as  rapidly 
as  he   could    through  lower  ^%ryland,  across  the  Potomac, 
at   Port   Tob'acco  and   into  Virrrinia.    It  was    cslc'Tlated 
that   in  a   few  honrs   the37-  would  have   the  President  inside- 
the   confederate   li>-.es,  and    then  Booth's  plan- was  to  force 
an  exchange  of  the  President  for  the   confederate   sold- 
iers,  about    37, .000  in  number,    in   the  northern  prisons.. 

co^rspiRiiTORa  ariI;  eafflsd. 

The  affair  resulted  in  a  wretched    failure,, 
and   the  sven   conspirators   returned   to   '^shington- dis?- 
appoiv^ted   and  baffled.,  gad   they   got  hold  of  the   President 
that  (fey    the   chances  are   that    they  might   have   murde-^ed 
him  instead  of  ta'-ing  him  a   pri3o>->er,    as    they   had   com- 
terapiated..  This  was  the  e^^d   nf  the  p-lot   to    capture 
and   there   Is  ^^o   evidence  at  all  i^  the  existe-nce  that 
after  the   15th  of  llarch  it  i^vas  e/er  attempted  again. 

A  few  days  after  this  esc:^pade,  about   the  23d 
of  li^rch,    John  I-i.".  Sm'ratt,.  George  A  Atzerodt   and   T^vid 
3.   Hero  Id   apoeated  at  ],>.    Lloyd's-  place   in   the   morning. 
Surratt  called   Lloyd   into  the  parlor  and    there  or,   the 
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the   sofa   lay   the   two  Spencer  carbiries,   a   monkey  wrench 
and   a    lon^  stretch  of  rope,    with   some  amjiunition..   These 
things  had   teen  turned   over  to   Hero  Id   cy  Michael    L'Ia':irh- 
lir)>-  Surra tt   told   Mr,    Lloyd   that   he   wanted   them  con-^ 
cealed    there..   Lloyd   objected,    sayin?  it   was  dangerous, 
and    that  the    counrty  vras  fl.lled   with   the    nilitary,.  and 
fihPt  it  wonld  do  him  injury..  Surratt,   however,,  "knew 
a    secret  plnce,   namely  ';nder  the    rafters  in   the  store- 
room,  and    there,   having  probably  overcome  LirT.  Lloyd's 
objections,   he   concealed   them..  Tnis  is  lSr».  Lloyd's 
first  appearance   in  this   case ,,  an  entirely  i-nocent 
One,   and  not  of  his  o'vn  creation,-.   Surratt  did  not   say 
for  what  purpose   the   carbines:  wer-'   secreted,    but   tnid 
Lloyd,  that   he   '■'ould    call  for  them  in  a   few  days.   Thus 
it   is   shown  that   it  was  Iv'Irs..  "^urratt's  o^'^-n  son  who  hid 
in   this  p:lace   the  dangerous  weapons  which  were  after- 
ward   so   intimately   connected    mth  her  death, 

No  further  use  or  these  articles  !vas  mede   until 
the   14th  of  Ap^il,    when,  as   the   sequel  will   show,    they 
were  taken  f rem  tneir  hiding  palace.'.   On   the   llth  of  April,: 
three  days  Before  the  murder,  Mrs.   Surratt,,on  a  visit    ^ 
to  %ryland    tn    see   John  K.    Ncthy,    a  debtor  of  hers, 
accidently  met  on  the  road   llv.    Lloyd    going  to    vteshing- 
ton^  She   called   him  to  her,  g^d   then  in-  a  way  her  att— 
endant   could  not   understand   told   him  to  have  the    "shooting 
irons"  ready;-  that   they  v;ou1q  be   v/anied   soon.. 

FATEFUL  14 TH  OF  APPIIL, 

W    now  come   to   the   14th  day  of  April,    1865,. 
the  day  of  the  Assassinations  Booth  was  always  a    late 
riser,   and   was   the   last  one  et  breakfast  on  that  ciiy  at 
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the  National  H^tel*   "'Vhen  hia  brea>:fast   was   fiv^is'ned,. 
he  went   into   the  tsrber-shop,   walked   rp  Sixth   street 
to  C,    to   Phumphre3/'s   stables.    Here  he  hired  a  horse 
a   light  bay  raare,  ^^ich  v/ss  to   be   delivered    to   him  in 
the  aftervicon-,  and    at   thesrime    time,  t-ld   Phumr^hrey  fr^at 
he   was    o;^in;;^  to    Gr^^vef's  'J^he^tre    to  write  a   letter* 
Pumpfhrey  nev^r  again   saw  Eo^th  or  his   horse  -fter  that 
timei. 

From  P':-'mr)hrev>'s  pl?ce  Bf^nth  ?/ent  alon^r  Sixth 

-  V  —  — 

si:reet  until  he   cane  to  h.'  He   turraed   the    comer,  arid 
in  a   few  minates   he  was   in  l.'Irs.    Su   ratt's  house,   at  No 
541.  and    jad  an  interview  vith  her..  This  was  his   first 
visit   to   her  on   that  cfey,.  but   it   'ivas  only   preliminary 
to   his    two   snbseuuent  visits  at  a   later  (Bye,.  Bocth;> 
Father  Walter  and   John  T.   Ford,    in  written  articles 
left   them,,  certify  to   this  fact,   alt.,ongh  was  not   estab- 
lished at    the  time   oi'   the   conspiracy   trial* 

After  leaving  the  Surratt   house,   Booth  v;ent   on 
H.    to  Tenth,  and   Tras'SBen    coming  down  Tenth  street  by 
some  attaches  of  the   thpatre..  This  was  about  llrSO* 
l(Vhen  he  reached    the   theatre,    the   first   thing  he  did   v/as 
to  ask  for  his  maill.  This  v/as   gilzen  to  him  and  he  e:. ger- 
ly  read   it,   one  ^f  the  letters  bein;?  so  long  as  to 
attract  attention.   Then  he  was   infoxmed   that  President 
Lincoln- and    General  Grant  would  attend    the   theatre 
in   the  evening-  The   information   seemed  to   cause   him 
some  agitation-,  snd   in-  a  very  few  rainptes  he  deps-rted, 

AS5AS.^IHhTI0N  LONG  PaiSsilECITATiiD* 

The    story  has  been  persistently   circuited 
around    the    conntry  that   Booth  did   not    conceive   the  desii^e 
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to  kill  the   President   until  he  heard   from  these   theat- 
re employees  that  he  was  to  "be  at   the   theatre   that 
night,,  '^'his   is   a   most   ridiculous  assertion.   There    is 
abundant  evidence  t'-^pt  all  along  during  his  atay  in 
^yifeshinfrton-  during  the   winter  of  1864  and    1865  he   had 
the   murder  of  the  President  on  his  mindl  '-^he  famous 
Charles  Selby  letter,   v/hich  v/as   found   in   the  cars  in 
New  York  in  N^^vemher,   1864,   and   '."^hich  vjcs  traced,  direct- 
ly to    him,,  his  actions  on   the  4th  day  of  life.rch  'vhen  bs 
s-tood  directly  behind   the  President,   and  as  he  aftJer— 
vrards   said   to  Samuel  Kna.pp  Chester,.  "'/Vhat  an  excellent 
chance:  I  had   to  kill   the  President  on  inaguration  day„." 
and   his  remarks  to   young  Hero  Id  on  the   eizening  of  April 
11,   Yfne-n  he  was  before  the   Vfeite  House   in  the   crowd 
whick  was   li^dtening  to   the  President's  addreas,    in  rhich 
sufferage   for  the  negro  was  advocated,   he   said,    "Mow,, 
by   God,.  I  will  put  him  through."  are  all  destructive   to 
these   fables^ 

In  fact,    too,   that  he  ordered  his  horse  of 
PUmphrey  before   going  to  Mrs..  Surratt's  house  and  before 
he  arrived   at   the  theatre   in  the  .iioming  is  evidence 
that  he  knew  the  President  was   to  be  at     he   theatre 
and   he  intended   to  kill  him..  No  one  ?7as  more   thoroughly 
DObted   on  the  President's  doings,    his  coming  and    going, 
then  i^ooth,.  He  was   v;atcning  him  all   the    tii^e ,  and    there 
is   evidence   tiat  on  several  occasions   he   followed   his 

carriage  v/ith  the   intention  of  shooting  him. 

Now  let   us  "trturn  to   the  Surratt  house.    In   the 
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morning  early  on  April  14  ...r   V/eichmann-  had  been- tn   St- 
Patriclc's  C  ^jrch  and   had  assisted  in  the  veneratiov.  of 
the   cross,   a  cermonv   peculiar  to   Catholics..  Then  E^ 
went   to   his  bcarding-hotjse   for   his  trealcCast  and   after 
thai,  was  over  m^de  his  way   to  bis  o.  f ice  i^   the  V/ar  Dep- 
a_pt-nevit.    Her»e  he  ve'v.el^ed    n^ntil  10,    or  about   half  past 
10  o'clocl^  "be>n  an  ^fricial  letter  from  Mr..  S-ta-^ton  was 
read   in  which  all  clerks  of  his  d  epartment  v/ere   given 
p-ermissioT-   to  atte>nd   diviine  srvice^'.  it  being  Good   Friday,. 
and    to  absenf  themselves  from  their  duties  for   the   rara- 
ai->der  of  the  day.   Mr.    We ichmann- availed  himself  of     this 
privilege   ai^d  went   to  St,   ^%tthew's  ^h'^rch.,   and  afteY 
the  srvice   was  over,   at  abouu  half»^past  12,   he  returned 
to   his  boarding-house..  Ke   partook  of  linch.  with  the 
family   and    thin  retired    to   his  rocT«^,    intending  to    spend 
the  ]smainder  or   the  day   in  reading  '^Eickwick*" 

At  about   2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon-i.  he  heard 
a  knock  at   his  room  door,   and  ,  on  opening  it,    saw  I'rs 
Surratt  with  a   letter  in  her  '-h^isidl    .    "I.Ir»   ■Afeichaiann,." 
said   she,    "I  have  received  a   letter  from  Gfnyge  Calvert'- 
to   whom  I  owe.  some   money  anc.    I  find   it  necessary  to   go 
ihto   the   country  to-dav  and  SBe  LIrl.  TTothey  again  about 
the  payment  of  the  money  which  is  due  mel  Would  3^0 n  hav- 
any  objection  to  d-'/z'-^g  me   intn   the  country?"  Of  cc  ;rse  ^ 
Mr..  Weichmanrr  had  r^o•r^e;    in  fact,    he  was   gl^si  of  an  oppor- 
tunity  to   handle  a  Inorse  and  bu   gy  for  -^he  scond    time 
in  his   life..   "Certainly,"   he   said,    "I  will  drive   you 
do^?n."  "Here  are  $10,"   she   answered,    "^o  you  snd   hire 
the   Qorse  and   feuggy.."   V.e ichmann- took  the   money,   went  do-nrr-- 
s-tairs  and    Just  es  he  opened   the  door  stood  fsce   to  face 
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with  John  Wilkes  Booth,   v/ho  was  about   to  pull  the  front 
door  bell..  They  exchanged  a  pleasant   selutr  tion- snd 
Booth  '''/ent   i-nto   the   nouse*  This  was   l:iis   second  visit, 

I'feichmann-  got   the  horse  and  buggy  and  then 
returned.  He  found   it  >-iecess8ry  to   go   to  his  room  to 
get    some  article   of   clothing,,  and  on-  retumivig  saw  Llrs. 
Surra tt  and   Booth   in  conversation  in  the  parlor.    He 
went  nnt  to   the   cTb  and   ton\z  charge  of  the  horse  and 
in  a  few  moments  Bonth  came  down  the   front   steps,   waved 
his  h^'nc   to  lUri  Weichmanni  ^r)^-  that  vras   the  last   the 
young  man  ever  savf  of  the  sotor.    In- a  few  moments  Mrs 
Surratt   cane,    and   was    just   in   the  a-.t  of  getting  into 
the  buggy  when   she   said::   "Stop,   let  me   get   those  things 
of  Booth's.."  She  went   into  the  ho^se  and   presently 
returned  with  t-Jc   pocliages  in  her  hand,   one,  a   pac^xa^-e 
of  wnat  v/ere  evidently  business  papers  and    the  other 
a  package   done   up-'  in  brox'Tn  paper  which  she  deposited 
in  the  bottom  of  the  buggy  and   which  afterwards  proved 
to  be  Booth's  field   glass,   and  which  he  had   brought   to 
the  house..  That   identical  field   glass  is  nov\?  iv^  poss- 
6-ssion  of  the  government  at  Washing  'cn,  I-Ir.      Weichmanrr 
did  not   see  the   contents  of   the   rroivn-  paper  package  and 
vras   Under  the   impression   that   it   contained    some  a?ticles 
of  china  ware  or  glass  ivhich    lie  was  going  to   gi  e 
to  an  old   colored  woman-  in  the   country,   of  whom  she  vms 
very  fond.. 

imS  SURRATT »S   LSTTE:... 

When  they  reached   Surrattsville,    the  home 
which  Mr.    Lloyd   had   leased ,.  LIrs.   Surratt   got  out  of  the 
buggy..  Mr.   Weichmann-  remained  in  it  and  drove   around 
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iri  the   soft  roads  of  the   country  exercising  the  horses. 
When  he   returned   to   Lloyd's   he    saw  Li's,   Surratt   at  or\<i 
of  the  ^ridowsj  of  the   house,   who  rapoed  on   it  and   called 
hiin  inside.    She  told   h/m  that   Ivlr-  Nothey,    the  man  whom 
she   hcid    expected    to   see,   was  not   there  and    that  it  woula 
he  necessary   to  write  him  a   letter,   lir..  Weidhmann-  then- 
wrote  the   following  letter  for  LIrs..  Sur^a'  t  at  her  dict- 
ation-r 

SURRATTSVILL3,    Md .  Apr-il   14,    1365.    John- !-Tothey.» 
DesET-  Sir:-—  I  have  thi^  day  received  a   letter  from  LIr. 
Calvert  intimating  that  either  you  or  you  friends   nave 
represented   to  him  that   I  am  not  Ttllins  to   settle  v/ith 
you  for  the   land..  You  know  that   I  am  reader  and   have  been 
v-/aiting  for  these   last   tvjo  years:  and  now  if  you  do  not 
come  within   the  nest   t^i\.  days   I  will  settle  -ith  I'lr.. 
Calvert   and  tring  suit  against  yo^^   imaiediately,  1^. 
Calvert  will  give  you  a  deed  on-  receiving  payment, 

M..5..  Surratt, 
Administratrix  of  John  H.   Surratt, 

Now  I  wish  to    say   right  here  that  all  this 
talk  about  seeins:  LIr.    N^theV  that  cEy  was   a   great   impos- 
ition  practiced   on   thisyoung  man-,.   She   had   y^o   i-ntention 
of  meeting  Nothey,   had  made  no  arrangements  with  him  to 
that   effeet  and  did  not     o  y^eev  his  house,,  which  was 
Only  three  miles  farther  away..  She   had  se-n  him  for  nearly 
three  hours  in   the  prese^^ce  of  llr,    G-wynn^  on   the  11th 
of  April  and  arrangements  lictd  veen  made   as   to   the  p-^y— 
ment  of  the  cebt,   but   it  was  necessary  to    give    some 
excuse   for  her  trip-  to  Surrattsville,  ^d  accordi-^f'-lv 
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this   story  of  ::olng  to   see  Ivir.   Notney  was   invented* 

DilPSNSIS  RiiLISD  ON  WillCKlv'iANN* 

That  letter,   written  by   i^Ir..  VVeichman>T,   was  the 
chief  evidence  on  which  the  defense  iuainly  relied   to 
prove   that   the  object  of  Mrs*   Surratt's  visit  to   the 
country  at   that   time   ^■vas   an  innocent   one.    Indeed,    so 
strong  was  the  feeling  of  the  defense   in   this  matter 
that  at  One   time   du^-ing  the  trial,  as   I  well  remember,, 
they  wanted    to   maVe  Mr.    Weichmann  their  ovTn  witness ► 
The  official  record   shows   this..  They,,  ho?7ever,.  reconsid- 
ered  their  determin-tion,   and   then  they  did   all   they 
could   to  blaclven   the   reputation  of  this   faithful   and 
honest  man.   Now  let   us   see  what  really  took  place   at 
Lloi/d»s..  Ivlrs  Surratt  dir5  not  meet   John  Nothev  that  day, 
but   she  did   meet  John  M.    Lloyd.    V^en^  she  ar-^^ived  at 
Surrats\i^ille,    Lloyd   vras  ndxt  at   home,    but   she   waited 
Until  he  came..  7/liat  followed   can   pest  be  told   in  Lloyd's 
oDTn   words:..   I  quote  from  the  record  ss   complied   by  Ben- 
Pitman,    the  official  stenographer  in  the   case» 

Llovid    said  r.    "Cn   the   14th  dgy  of  April   I  xvent 
to  ^^rliboro   to  attend   a    trial  there,  3r\6   in  the  evening 
I'Vhen   I   got  home,,  which,    I  should    judge,   was  about  5 
1' clock,.  I  found  LIrs..  Sur^^att   there..  She  met  me  out  by 
the  won#piie  as   I  d-^-^^ve  in  with   som'='  fish   ^-nd   ^ysterff 
in  my  buggy.   She   told   me    to  have   those  shooting  irons 
ready  tbao  ni  ht  ?nd   two  bottles  of  woiskey::  there  v/uuld 
be  some   parties  wiio  wovild   c?ll   for  them^.  She   gave  me 
something  wrap^oed    up  in  a  piece  of  Daper,   which  I  to^k 
upstairs  and    fo.^nd    to   be  a  field    glass..  V/^en   I  drove    up 
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to  the  woodyard  Mrs..  S^ppatt   came  out   to  v/here   I  VTas. 
The  first   thing  she   said   to  me  was:   "TalK  aboat  the  devil 
arid  his  imps  will  apoear,."  or  somethir^g  to   that  effect. 
I  said:   "I  was  not  aware   I  was.  a  devil  before,:"    "Well" 
said.  she,,  "luir  Lloj^d,    I  want  you   to   .jave  those   shooting- 
irons  ready;-  there  will  be  parties  here  tonight  who 
will  call  for  them,."  At   the   same  time    she   gave  me   some- 
thing wrapped    uvr  in  a  news-oaper   (Booth's   field   glasses), 
which   I  did  not   undo   until   I  aot   upstairs,." 

HOW  DID  3HS  KMOW  IT? 

How  did    this  woman  know  that  these   carbines 
had   been    secreted  at  that  place?  V/ho  told  her  that  they 
would  be  wanted-   that  ni.eht?  7i/ho   but  .Bnoth? 

After  giving  these  orders:  Mrs,.  Surra tt  ret- 
urned  to   the   city,   which   she  reached   shortly  after 
8.  D' clock.    While   the  family  v^ere  at   supper  footsteps 
were   heard   coming  up  the   steps  on  the  outside,   and    the 
doorbell  rung.  l>/[rs..  Surra.tt  herself  answered   the   call. 
The  party  v^fent  into   the  parlor  and  remained   but  four  or 
five  minutes  and   then-  left,.  That  was   John  Wilkes  Booth ''s 
third  and    last  visit   to   the  house   that  day,.  Thus  three 
times  was   this  archassassin  at   the  ho'^-se  on   the   14th 
day  of  April,   as  I  have   sho^vi,.    ■v'h'^t  was  he  doing  there ^ 
anyhow,   on   this  the   most   imnortant  day  of  his   life? 
And  what  was  he  doing  there  n-n  his   third  visit  but  'vait- 
ing   to   learn  if  the   road   to  Surrati-sville   that  night 
was   clear  for  him,  and   if  the   shooting— irons  and   the 
whiskey  would   be  ready  to  Oliver  to  him.. 

This     was  the   most  important   testimony  again&t 
this  woman-,  snd   in- all  the  years  that  have   come  and   gone 
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since  1865  I  havs    sen  no  explanation- of  this  terrible 
story  of  the  shoo ■*" in g- irons.    It   has  never  beem   contra- 
dicted:; It   can^-^ot   te  and    it  never  will  be»    Like  r;Iac- 
beth,    the    "damned    spot   will  not  out*"  Had   this   v7oman- 
retnained  at   her  home  that  day  and  not    s;i.,en  these  orders 
of  John  Wilkes  Booth   to   Llo37d   she    'Ani;ld   have  never 
been  punished  as   she  was. 

But   let   us  see;-  V7hat  happened  on  the  ni-^ht  of 
the   14tb..  About  12  o'clock  Booth  and   Hero  Id,,  fresh  from 
the   recent   murder,    with  the   red   blood   of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln- on   their  hands   and    souls,   dashed   dovTn   the  mad   to 
Llojsd's   tavern»   Lloud  via  s  up- and  fully  prepared   tn   carry 
out  his  p"rt  of  the  programme*  The   carbines  cnd  whiskey 
ordered  by  Ivlrs..  Surratt,    together  with  Booth's  field 
glass  v/ere   ready  and  v./aiting  the  arrival  of  the  assassins 
to  whom  they  were   to  be  delivered. 

Kerold   rushed   Intc   the  house   and   exclaimed.,, 
"Lloyd,    for  God 'a  sake  make   haste  and    get  those   tnings," 
Lloyd   made   no  reply  but  went    straight  and   got  the   carb- 
ines,   supposing  Booth  ano   Hero  Id  were  the  iscties  to  who  ^ 
I\ilrs.    Surratt  referred.   From  the  way  Hero  Id   spoke  he 
must   have  been  apprised    that   Lloyd   already  k^ew  what   he 
was.  to  giue  them.. 

Booth  did  r^  ot  enter   the  house:-  Lloyd  was   un- 
acquainted with  him..  Hero  Id  procured  o-ne  of   che  bottles 
of  whiskey  which  Mrs.   Surratt  had   ordered  and    took  it  out 
to  Booth^'  who   drsnk  it  while   sitting  o^  his  horse.. 

They  did  not  remain  at  Lloyd's  house  nver  five 
minutes,  and  on  their  departure  tork  v/ith  them  only  one 
of  the  carbines-..  Booth  said   he   could  not  take   the  other 
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"because  Iiis   leg  vra  s  "brcjffee    .   As  t'rfcy  were  about  leaving 
Booth  called   out,    "I  will   tell  you  some  nev/s  if  you  v/arit 
tip  bear  it.."   Lloyd    ansv/ered,    "  I  am  -not  particular;; 
use   ^{our  own  pleasure  about   tellin.z  me."    "Well,,"   ^'e- 
joined  Booth,:  "I  am  pretty  certain  that  we   have  assass- 
inated   the  President  and   the  Secretary  of  State." 

LLQYD  MAKiiS  CONFESSION. 

Lloyd  was  arrested   during  the  following  week 
by  Dete    live  Joshua  A,   Lloyd  and  was  pl5ce.<J  in   charge 
of  Officer  George  Cottingham  at  Toby's  Postoffice,   ^ear 
Surratsville,   IVhen  teken  he  wept  bitterly,,  threw  his  arms 
around  his  'Mfe's  neck  and    called   for  his  prayer  book* 
For  two  cfcys  he  denied  k>nowing  anything  about  the  assass- 
ination-,  but  Cottingham  sprang  a  trap  upon  him,   and 
told  him  he  was  perfectly  sat  isfied   he  knen^  all  &out 
it;-  that  he  had  a  heavy  load   on  his     mind,    and   that   the- 
sooner  he   got  rid  of  it   the  better-  Lloyd   then  said r 
"Oh,   my  God,   if  I  v/as   to  make  a   confession  they  would 
murder  me.."  Cotti-ngham  asked,    "\V:no  would   murder  youT" 
Lloyd   replied::   "Those   parties   tuat  are   in  this  conspir- 
acy..*  "Well,,"   said   Cottingnam,,  "if  you  are  afraid   of 
being  murdered  and   let  tnese  fellows:  get   out  of  it 
that   is  your  business,   ^-^ot  mine,." 

Lloyd   then  detailed   all   the   c  ircumstances 
attev^ding   the  dl posit   of  the    carbines,."sho- ting-iro>-iS,." 
at     is  place  by  John  H..  Surratt ,.  Arzerodt  a>-td  Hero  Id 
in  March,   and   stpted  how  Mrs.    Surratt   came  doT'n   to  his 
place  on  the   afternoon  of   the  assassination-  and  ordered 
tiisra,   together  with  two  bottles  of  whiskey,    to  be  held 
in  readiness  that  ni.^ht   for  the  parties  who   v;ojld   call 


17 

for  them.. 

All  tills  was   told    to  Cottii-«<raam  while  on  the  way 
to   Washingtoi?  with  a   s^uad  of   cavalry.    Lloyd   co;:amenced 
crying  and   hallooing  out::  "Llrs  Surratt ,   that  vile  wotnan  , 
she   iffci  s   ruined   me.    I  am  to   be   s.jot,    I  am   to  te   suot," 

Lloyd  stated  to  Cottingham  that  the  carbine 
which  Booth  left  behind  him.  was  upstairs  in  a  little 
room  v/nere  r.irs»  Surratt  kept  some  bags.  It  v/es  i'onnd 
behind  the  plastering  of  the  wall.  It  was  1-n  a  "bag  and 
had  been  s^spe^ded  by  a  string  tied  a?ound  the  muz-^le 
of  the  carbine;:  the  string  had  bro"k:en  and  the  carbinQ 
fallen  d  own.. 

BINGHAM'S   TRAIvIATIC  SFFCRT., 

It  vjas  attempted  dnring  the   trial   to   p?x)ve 
that   Lloyd'  had  been  dri^lcing  and   had    r.old   a   lie..  At 
this  Judge  Bingham   ,i'uigiped   to  his"  f  e:^t ,  a-nd   seizing  the 
carbines  which  were  lying  on  the   table  of   the   commission, 
and   wa-teing  theijf' above  his,  head,  exclaimed  r    "Oentlemenv 
they   say   that  Lloyd  was  dry^  and  thc.t   he  lied;:  but  these 
carbines  were  not  dru/sik  and  they  don't  lie.    Vi/here  did 
Booth  get  them?  One  was  found  on  his  person  after  he 
was   shot   in  Garret's  barn-,  aid   the   other,,  itsiuate,    was 
discovered    in  the   house  at  Surra ttsville   where  Booth 
had   left   it..   Gentleman-,   these   carbines  vi^ere  not  drufrlv 
and   they  don't   lie* 

The  effect  of  Judge  Bingham* S  v;ords  was  remark- 
able,, and    all  or>^osition   in   this  direction  ^vas   squelched. 

There  vjas,  -T^wever,  another  v^ry  important 
piece  of  evidence  which  llr,.  Clampitt  does  nou  stste 
a_s  it   occur.red..  Payne,   v.'.io  liid  assaulted  Llr.  Sc^/Tard ,. 
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a^id  v/ho  bad  wourided  five  persons   i^  bis  efforts  to  kill 
that   gentleman,    It  v/ill  "be  is  me  nib  e  red,  aCter  his  escape 
from  the    secretary's  house,    lay  concealed  in  a  vault 
in   the  Congressional  Cemetery  for  three  (iiys*  At  the  end 
of  that   time  he  placed   a   cap  on  his  head   ^ade  out  of 
the   sleeve   of  his   undershirt  and    seizing  a  pick-an-  "vhich 
he  found    lying  in  the   grounds,  Efc  about   11  1' clock  at 
night   On   the   evening  of  April   17  he    startec   for  Lirs 
Surratt's  house..  He  m^^unted   the  wooden  st^fps  'vith   the 
plck--8X  on  bis   shoulder  and   rang  the  dnor  bell.    It  was 
just   at   this  time   that  Secretary  St-nton  had   ordered  a 
posse  of  '.'/ar  Department  officers   to  take   charge  of  the'-''"'^'- 
and    to   place-  ever3^one   found   in  it   under  arrest.    Officer 
Morgan  Ksponded   to   Pav^e's   call,  asired   him  who   he  was  and 
what  be  w-.nted,    ?QynQ   told  him  that  he  had  been  sent 
for  by  liirs..  Surratt   to  dig  a  ditch  for  her,   but   inas- 
much as  it  was   late  at  night  he  x?ui.^ld   come  again    -he   the 
morning,    ^he  officer  said,    "No,"  forced  him  into   the 
house   and    took  his  pi-ck-ax.  away  from  him* 

On  inquir3/,   he   gave   the  name  of  Payne,    said  be 
had   been  in  the   confederate  army  and   had   left  it  a tout 
a  year,    and   was   then   engaged    in  doing  ol  6    jpbs   i-n   Wash- 
ington- in  Clea^^s^\§  ditches,    etc*  At  this  r)oi>^t  12^ jor 
Smith' called  Mrs'^  S-^rratt   i^^to    the  ball,,  and   conxrc-^ting, 
her  vdth   the  prisoner  at  a  distance  ^f  o^iy  tv7o  fe^t,. 
asked   her  if  she  knew  himi  She  replied,.   ">Tol"  and  raising 
her  band    swore  tnat   she   bc^d   never    seen  him  before  and 
did  '-»ot  lvno77  Vvbo  be     as.. 

SK3  -Km ''I  ?:IM  VI2LL^ 

And  yet  thia  man  bad  been  in  her  house  on  two 
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occasin-ns,  gisv/erln^  to  tv/c  different  nacaes,   avid   the  last 
time   stayin-g  fonr  days,   taking  his  brealcCast,   dinner 
and    sapper  at  her  Hide    p-nd    '^p.t   she  did  n^t  V>-toT7  him.. 
As   she  was  about   to   get   into   her  carriage   that  was  to 
take   her  to  the   War  Department,    she  leaned  over  to 
Officer  Morgan    and    said,.  "I  am   7lad   thst   you  officers 
came,   for  .this  rnan  vjith  the   Dick-ax  would  have  killed 
us  all- 

The  at  of  this   red-handed  assassin  "'ith  the 
stains  of  his  victim^'s  blood   still  upon  bis   clothing 
and  wearing  the  boots   ^vhich   the  assassin  Both  had 
given  him  and  Mrs  Smr-^att 's   sacred   ooth   that:   she  did 
not  know  him  v/as  evidence   of  the  most  tellin-g  and  dam- 
aging character- 

These   two   items  of  testimony":  were   sufficient 
of  themselves-  to  bring  about   this  woman's    conviction^^, 
but   added  to  this  wa  s  the  :fec:t  that  Rooth  had  been  a   con- 
tin-uousf  visitor  to  her  bouse  for  over  four  months,,  that 
Payne,   Hero  Id,  Atzerolt  and  others  of  a    s-ispicious 
character  had   come   there  and   made-  it  their  headquarters. 

I  may  say  that   Mr»    Weichmann   gave   this  woraan- 
the  best   c-j^racter  of  any  witness  o-n   the  iand  r  better 
than  that   gi¥en- by  Fathers   Wigget,.  Sfne,   Young,.  C- 
laughlin- and  others   who  bad  k-«^own  her  for  many  years, 
and   there   is  nothing  at  all  in   this  testimony  itself 
of  an   incrimine ting  character- 
Is  it  not  time,.  LIrl  Editor,   that  all  these 
slanders  in  reference   to    the   case   cease  and  t'^^t   the 
verdict  be   left   to  history?  For  more  than  thirtv-six 
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years   the  press  of  this   covr^tvj  has  runs  with  t^e   s:ame 
charge   that   all  the   m€mbe:':'S  '^f   the   cornmissi^vn  had   died 
violent  aind   ignoble  deaths,   yet,   as  a  matter  of  fact, 
four  of  them  -  .generals  Lew  \fellace  and  H.S.   Foster  of 
Indiana-,   Colonel  ^harles  W.    Tompkins  of  Vfeshington  and 
myself  at   thr  age  of  89  -  still  survive..  i3very  one  of 
these    gentleman  has  lived   to   be  over  70  years  of  age  J, 
and   some   of  them,   as   Lew  Wallace,    the  great  author 
of   "Ben-Hur,"   have  risen   to  world-wide   fame!   Yet   every- 
one  of   the-e  men  has  been   called   a  butcher  and  an  ex- 
ecutioner* 

Stanton-,   the   great  Secretary  of  War,   vjas   said 
to  h^v'   commi  tted   suicide  because  of  remorse..  This   story 
had   its  run  f^r  'ten  years   until  Surgeon"  General  ^ames:^. 
whose  hand  had   rested,  on  Stanton's  last  heart-beati^. 
<n/4s   compelled    to  deny  the  foul     slander.. 

Joseph- Holt,   that  eminent   son  of  Kentucl^' 
who  remained   faithful  to   the  Union  when  million^  falt- 
ered and   vjho   was   apoointed  by  Fresidetit   Lincoln-  to   be 
the  judge  advocate,  general  of  the  United  S-tate^army, 
was    charged   with   supressing  the  lecomendation  of  mercy,, 
signed,  by  five   members  of  the   court,,  and   ^':hich/7as 
addressed   to  the   President.  This   fetory  wa^  circulated 
fi^j7  ff^^-e   than   twenty-five   years  and  only  had   its  end 
when- Holt   was   laid   away   to   rest   in   1394. 
Sveryone    connected   '"ith  the   case  from  the   President 
dowyi,   the  Secretary  ^f  War;'   General  Hancoclc,.  deneral 
Hartranft,   the  members   of  the   comnission,   the  witnesses 
in  tie   case:,   have  all  been  maligned   simply  because  they 
were   faithful,  to  duty* 
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Certainlj''  ^-^^   Editor,  ah  a   time  wh.  ri  our  conv^try 
is  reddened  with  the    third  assassination- of  its  P??esldent„ 
I   submit   that   it   is  not  well   to  vindicate:  those  who  inbbed 
this   country  of  Abraham  Lincoln?,  be  they  man  or  woman-. 

T.M..  Harris* 
Member  of  the  "Military  Commission-r 


m^'mUrMW't 


